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voncelved as a large-scale participatory artwork connecting communities on either sige or the
United States-Mexico border, Border Tunerwill put voice-activated spotlights in motion to create
a powerful poeticization of cross-cultural dialogue. The installation consists of six interactive
stations, three in El Paso, Texas, and three in Juarez, Mexico. Building upon Rafael Lozano-
Hemmer’s previous voice activated public works, Border Tuner will enable participants to control
massive searchlights visible from a 10-mile radius with their voice, visualizing conversations on
either side of the border and creating bridges of light that transcend the wall. Border Tuner
encourages the general public to engage in dialogue, and is designed to magnify and foster
extensive community partnerships. For more than a year, the artist and curators conducted site
visits and held meetings with community stakeholders in order to produce an authentic public
program. The resulting array of poetic, musical, and artistic offerings presented nightly reflects
not only the richness of regional talent but also the values and concerns of borderland residents.
Invited to “tune in” to salient themes such as land, immigration, food, and culture, each night’s
performers will elevate the tone for the evening before opening the stations to the general
public. From there, participants will be free to approach the lecterns and speak, modulating
their messages in order to connect with voices across the border.

Border Tuneris produced by the Rubin Center for the Visual Arts at the University of Texas, El
Paso; The El Paso Community Foundation; and the Universidad Autonoma de Ciudad Juarez. It
will endure online with a bilingual English-Spanish website, where extensive audio interviews
with local residents and recordings from the public programs will be archived in order to create a
snapshot of life at the border in 2019. A bilingual catalogue featuring extensive photo
documentation, along with curatorial essays, is forthcoming.

For more information visit the Border Tuner project site.

Images: Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, Border Tuner; El Paso, USA and Cd. Juarez, México, 2019. Photos by

Mariana Yanez.
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