'Fo_ns, usmg Ilght and shadows;
-.fed to engage the public
. Richard Clayton talks to him ab_out

:'hus pians to ||Ium|nate the East Midlands

(i's a long way from Mexico City’s Millennium celebrations to the
_campus of Northampton University, vet Rafag! Lozano-Hemmer's
_energy and enthusiasm remain as sharp and luminous as the
searchlights he deploys in his installations.
. Onthe final day of a five-date public lecture tour to explain his
latest work, Under Scan, the artist has only just ‘finished arriv-
‘ing’ (8 Spanish interpretation. he implies, of ‘settled in’), and is
“already due to leave ~ but not before he's delivered his talk with
the aplomb of a motivation guru. A cenfused body clock must
‘be the price of true global citizenship.
. Bomin Mexico, and now a Canadian national residing in Madrid,
Lozano-Hemmer lives ‘between’ places. His ambitious, site-spe-
- cific pieces grace cities such as Dublin, Lyon, Miami, Rotterdam
‘and Valencia. So what is he.doing in the East Midlands, then?
Playing with shadows is the short answer. Why? Because the
- East Midland Development Agency asked him to. Under Scan is
© a £1m public art commission that is due to appear in five local
towns over the next few mon!hs.. beginning in Lincoln on 25
N-nrvernhen

- Active at night, 8 huge projsﬂhr- 110 000 k.lmens making it
’tha ‘world's brightest, according m Lozano-Hemmar - will cast
‘wdmhm shadows in public squares. Into these shadows, a
" computer tracking system will project video portraits of differ-
Cent people, as though revealing al:ernalws se!vss or rival pres-
m Spooky, eh?

. "Your shadow activates these pomlts and thev interact with
m Lozano-Hemmer explains. They look back at you, and stick
* around. Some dance, some send you kisses, some ignore you.

s avery simple, but effective, animation, with a little mornunl

: ufmmplmwmnvou sense that you're being observed too.’
~ The people in the videos. including many students, were filmed
- over the summer. Everyone who ook part [numbering more than
© 1000) was frae to behave as they wished. ‘The only thing we
ked of them was to start by looking away from the camera,

to look directly at it, and then look away again.’
projects in Mexico City (which, by the end, had seen
o TR A &

800 000 people ‘sculpt’ immense patterns with skyward finlit-“,
beams) and Rotterdam {where a building became a vast screen.
for the public 1o play with silhouettes); Under Scan is partofa
seriss called ‘Relational Architecture’, albeit on a more intimate’
scale. Only 14 shadows in total cant!lgganho video portraits at
any one time, though, of course, passers-by can still watch. !
Collaborating with a team of technicians, which helikenstoa.
film crew, Lozano-Hemmer wants peaple to re-engage with pub-
lic spaces, in ways that urban design can’timagine or consciously.
dizavows. Tellingly, his formal training was in physical chem-|
istry, rather than dmgn ]
‘A lot of the work we're domg is design, to the degree that'
we're developing a platform,” he says. ‘I'm not interested in big,
capital 'H’ history guestions, but in creating platforms which peo-
ple take over, | call Under Scan an anti-monument, because it’s
not about having one story reflected, as happens when you build
a statue, but the myriad of relationships that emerge mthhHﬁd-
of eccentric environment.’ 5
Citing influences as diverse as Buckminster Fuller, Dan Gra-
ham, and Samuel von Hoogstraten’s 17th century engravings,
the well-travelled 37-year-old has as many notions as passport,
stamps, and he's happy 1o cede control Gf his work to the user.
‘Many times, my preconceived ideas of what will happen are
wrong, and | rssily like that,” he says. "One of the things about
shadows that's caol is that = unlike most new media works, includ-
ing my own - there's no need for explanations, manuals or but-
tons. People already have a sophisticated vocabulary of what
they can do with their shadow. We're all familiar with playing by
candlelight and every cullure hes a tradition of shadow-play.”
His complicated shadows might nat bring the East Midlands
its Bilbao effect, but they'll certainly 1ake the shine off the Black-
poal |Iium|nahnna, and plenty of Loru:Fon s.hows besndes- 2

Under Scan will bems!ﬂﬂ&d as foﬂom zﬁnﬁambarao-soocm
ber 2005, Brayford Campus, Lincoln University, fa}blrmdby!nmi-
lations in Leicester, Northampton, Derby and Nottingharn

Clayton, Richard. “Rafael Lozanc-Hemmer's interactive installations, using light and shadows, are designed to engage the public intimately”,
Design Week (UK), Thursday, November 3, 2005, p. 12.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


