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Editor’'s Introduction

Our exploration of cybercity politics and strategy closes with an examination of how artists across the world are
experimenting with ICTs as means to try and revitalise, or at least augment, urban public domains. This reading,
by Andreas Broeckmann, the Director of the Transmedia ars festival in Berlin, links neatly with Geert Lovink’s
analysis of Amsterdam Digital City (p. 371).

Like Lovink, Broeckmann points out some of the problems involved in using ICTs to revitalise, or merely identify,
the multifaceted public domains of contemporary cities. He begins by analysing the deep transformations which
are currently underway in urban public domains, as classical notions of public space-based interactions give way
to plural, hybrid and technologised ideas of what urban public realms actually are (see Section VII). The key here
is that the city, as a site where streets, spaces and face-to-face interactions blend with ICT-mediated ones, can
be seen as both an interface to, and the generator of, a wide range of different publics at a range of scales. As
economic, social and cultural interchanges become closed-off into ICT systems, however, so the risk of privatisation
and commercialisation threatens to undermine the public roles of urban physical spaces.

Broeckmann notes, in this context, that a wide variety of artistic interventions are now emerging at the interfaces
between urban public spaces and ICTs. These are attempts to work against the dominant logics of fragmentation,
surveillance, and privatisation. They are assertions of the uncontrollability, and democratic potential, of hybrids which
blend ICTs and city public spaces. And they subvert, and usurp, technologies of surveillance and capsularisation
for other uses.

These interventions and installations thus celebrate the tactics and technologies of conflict and participation.
In the process they seek to reclaim public domains with, and for, multiple heterogeneous groups in cities. Crucially,
they do this by forcing the often invisible and ICT-mediated interactions in the public domains of cybercities out
on to the political visibility of city streets,

Broeckmann finishes by reflecting on some of the most influential examples of ICT-based artists’ interventions
in urban public realms, imagining these projects as new types of urban interface, or border zones, between
embodied presence and mediated exchange. Rafael Lozano-Hemmer's installation in the main Zécalo square of
Mexico City for the City's millennial celebration, for example, allowed people from all over the world to programme
a series of huge searchlights over the net to light up the city’s sky in the pattern of their choice. Other interventions
project the texts of ICT and mobile phone-based exchanges on to city streets, walls or subway stations (see, for
example, http:/f/www.rude-architecture.de).

Broeckmann, Andreas. “Public Spheres and Network Interfaces” in The Cybercities reader. New York: Routledge, 2004, p. 378.
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