/0. Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, with
Will Bauer and Susie Ramsay,
Displaced Emperors (Relational
Architecture #2), 1997

The augmentation of a physical architecture with a virtual
memory and narrative is what Mexican-Canadian artist Rafael
Lozano-Hemmer (b, 1967) has referred to as ‘relational architec-
ture’, which he defines as ‘the technological actualization of
buildings and public spaces with artificial memory’. Lozano-
Hemmer has ereated a whole series of relational architecture
projects, in which he augments buildings and sites by adding
audio-visual elements to them that point to broader historical,
political, or aesthetic contexts. While Lozano-Hemmer’'s pro-

jects are distinctly different from The Legible City's purely virtual

architecture in that they expand a physical building into an artifi-
cial construct, they equally experiment with the tension between
physical and virtual architecture. In his project Displaced
Emperors (Relatronal Architecture #2), which was shown in Linz in
1997, Lozano-Hemmer established a link between Mexico and
Austria through seemingly unrelated historical oddities: the
Mexican empire of the Austrian Maximilian of Habsburg
(1864—7) and the feather crown (‘Penacho de Moctezuma’) of one
of the last Aztec emperors, which was in the possession of the
Lthnological Museum of Vienna. The actual intervention trans-

formed the outside of the Habsburg Castle in Linz: by pointing to
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